IELTS or TOEFL?
Many of you have chance to study in an English speaking country and I think it’s a great opportunity for you. I would encourage you to take it, certainly if you are going to study in the UK. I don’t know about America, never been.
Your choice of IELTS or TOEFL should depend on the requirements of the institution or country you want to go to. If they ask for IELTS, take this exam. If they ask for TOEFL, take TOEFL.
But if they don’t have a preference, you have to make a choice.

Here are some things to consider, most of which are just opinions.
· IELTS is generally easier. NOT because the standard is lower, but because it gives people chance to talk about things they are interested in.
· IELTS seems to be more widely accepted outside the USA (I do not have any statistics to support this observation).

· TOEFL can be very hard for mid and low level students. Some students get low scores because the questions were difficult to understand. IELTS gives all candidates a chance to get a realistic score.
· ,TOEFL offers excellent opportunties to students who need to prove an ability to understand academic texts and situations.
· According to most students IELTS is enjoyable to study (and to teach, I add). TOEFL students rarely say this.
· The average TOEFL book is rather heavy.
· IELTS is a test of British English which is more commonly taught in most places. TOEFL is American English (almost the same) but it does accept British English and vice versa but it’s worth taking into consideration.

· TOEFL offers three ways to take the exam, including a modern IBT test which is done online in an approved centre. For nervous candidates it might prevent the loss of confidence we can get in exam situations.
· IELTS is a more traditional exam and involves a real life interaction between examiner and candidate.

· The TOEFL course books I have used are generally more comprehensive and informative. They offer a complete course and excellent guidance on taking TOEFL. There is also an excellent CD rom on one course which provides authentic test practice.
· IELTS involves subjects which usually reflect things people are interested in, in their daily lives.
· According to my students it is easy to practise IELTS outside class. 

· I am aware of a lot more websites dedicated to IELTS.

· I am aware of a lot more books dedicated to IELTS.
· TOEFL training is exam preparation and doesn’t worry about anything else. I have observed students improve their general English more through IELTS exam preparation.
I know what I’d take. Do your research carefully. Visit a few websites such as these below and see what feels right. But it depends mostly on the country or university you want to go to. If you are free to choose, either will be OK, but speaking as an experienced teacher of both, I easily prefer IELTS.
	· http://esl.about.com/od/toeflieltscambridge/TOEFL_IELTS_Cambridge_Examination_Preparation.htm 

	· www.cambridge-efl.org

	· www.cambridgeesol.org/students/index.htm 

	· www.flo-joe.co.uk

	· www.ielts.org

	· www.selfaccess.net
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